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Forum and Forecasts:
Secondary Reading
Enters the Nineties
by Sheila Potter

Enter with me, if you will, Ms.
Civil's American Government class at
Michigan High School where she has
just introduced the System of Checks
and Balances through a graphic
organizer of the textbook chapter. In
small groups, students are using their
prior knowledge to discuss this concept
in light of current events. Following
their reading of the text, students return
to their groups to begin cooperatively
constructing elaborate concept maps
summarizing various responsibilities of
the executive, legislative, and judicial
arms of the government. Animated
discussions can be heard throughout
the classroom.
Now, let's visit Mr. Fahrenheit's
eighth grade science class at Michigan
Middle School where students are
involved in a variety of problemsolving activities based on their study
of endangered species. Students in one
learning team are collaborating to
compose a letter to Japanese officials
imploring them to suspend whaling in
that nation. A second team is designing
posters to evoke community awareness
and support. A third group, having
recently completed research on the
timber wolf, is drafting a three-level
reading guide on a magazine article,
which will be read by the entire class.
Members of that group are engaged in a
spirited debate about whether two of
their questions demand text level or
beyond text level responses. Other

teams are similarly involved, and Mr.
Fahrenheit circulates among groups
offering guidance as needed.
These scenarios are becoming a
reality in secondary classrooms
throughout our state. Visionary
educators of all subject areas realize that
survival in the Information Age depends on the abilities of communication, problem solving, and
teamwork. By teaching interactive
learning strategies and employing
authentic literacy activities, these
individuals are preparing young people
for the Nineties and beyond.
An effort to disseminate this
vision of secondary classrooms
statewide began in the Spring of 1989
with the Secondary Teacher Forums on
Reading. Co-sponsored by the Michigan
Department of Education and the
Michigan Secondary Reading Interest
Council, the seven regional forums
allowed secondary teachers and administrators to come together to discuss
how the Michigan Definition of
Reading and the related interactive
learning strategies and assessment
practices can be successfully implemented in content area classrooms
throughout the state.
In small groups forum participants collaborated to respond to three
clusters of questions:
1. WHERE ARE WE NOW?

• What is working well?

• Are we promoting literacy in
our schools?
• What are our secondary schools'
current perceptions and attitudes about reading instruction?
• What activities designed to
familiarize educators with the
interactive model of reading
have taken place in our schools?
• Why were these attempts
· successful or unsuccessful?
• In our communities what
evidence exists for changing
literacy requisites of local
colleges, business, and
industry?
• What are the competing forces other new ideas which are also
being promoted in our schools?
2. WHERE DO WE WANT TO GO?

• How might we create learning
environments that create
winners?
• What is our vision for
secondary schools?
• What are realistic goals which
will guide us as we work
toward attaining our vision?
• What resources will help us to
accomplish these goals?
• What constraints/ obstacles/
competing forces may delay us?
3. HOW WILL WE GET THERE?

• What are your recommendations for an action plan to
improve literacy instruction in
secondary schools? Identify
strategies, activities, issues
demanding consideration, and
immediate steps.
Responses to these clusters were
com piled, annotated, and mailed to
forum participants in July. They can be
summarized as follows: ,

1. WHERE ARE WE NOW?

Most of the teacher forum
participants believe that their secondary
schools are at awareness levels in their
knowledge about the interactive model
of reading, although a few districts
have engaged in extensive secondary
reading/inservice during the past year.
Successful techniques include the
inservice of administrators to ensure
their support for content area reading,
as well as the development of district
and building reading teams, and the
use of peer presentations -- teachers
teaching and coaching teachers.
Widespread implementation of the
reading strategies appears to be slowed
by constraints of time, budget, and the
introduction of other innovative
research-based practices, e.g., school
improvement, cooperative learning, etc.
Nearly all teachers were able to cite
evidence of the need for change to a
constructive view of literacy instruction
and the encouragement of high
expectations for all students, but the
attitude that secondary teachers are
content specialists and, as such, not
responsible for teaching content
processing skills, prevails, according to
forum participants.
2. WHERE DO WE WANT TO GO?

Teacher forum participants
contend that in an exemplary secondary
school all components of literacy reading, listening, writing, speaking,
and thinking -- are integrated in a
classroom learning environment rich in
a variety of print -- tradebooks,
magazines, newspapers, and other
sources of authentic text used to teach
concepts.
3. HOW WILL WE GET THERE?

In exammmg the reading,
thinking, and learning strategies

common to all disciplines and
acceptable to all teachers, the forums
named the following most frequently:
Modeling and Think Alouds
Study Methods, including SQ3R
(Survey, Question, Read,
Recite, Review)
Mapping- Story, Concept, Semantic
Questioning Techniques Q.A.R.' s
Cooperative Learning
Prior Knowledge Strategies
Directed Reading-Thinking Activities
Forum participants responded
with the following recommendations
for a statewide initiative to improve
literacy instruction in secondary
schools:
• Establish content area
inservice teams for crossdistrict presentations.
• Hold on-going secondary
forums at all intermediate
school districts.
• Plan a State of Reading
Leadership Conference for
secondary educators (a
trainer-of-trainers model).
• Construct trainer-of-trainers
inservice modules that are
unique to secondary content
area instruction.
• Establish networks with
content area professional
organizations in Michigan.
• Develop guidelines for
presenting district-wide
awareness sessions followed
by the establishment of
literacy task forces, building
teams, study groups, etc.

The Michigan Department of
Education Secondary Content Literacy
Committee was formed in September,
1989. Composed of secondary teachers
and administrators, reading specialists,
university instructors, and intermediate
school district personnel, this resource
network is pursuing the forum
recommendations as it begins to
construct a statewide model for
secondary literacy staff development.
The committee has divided the task into
three components. These areas are:
1. The development of training
modules for content area
teachers, which: (a) model the
reading/ thinking/learning
strategies for specific content
areas; and (b) provide opportunities for active participation
by teachers in the use of
interactive strategies appropriate for their content areas.
2. The creation of a staff
development plan for synthesizing components of school
improvement research, effective
teaching, cooperative learning,
and the interactive model of
reading.
3. The establishment of guidelines
which ensure the sustained
implementation of an
interactive model of reading/
learning through the coordination of on-going district staff
development and university
pre-service training.
Over the next year, the Secondary
Content Literacy Committee will
investigate these three topics and share
its research and expertise with
educators in Michigan. In late
January/ early February, 1991, the
committee's efforts will culminate in a
statewide conference on secondary
continued on page 16

One of the most exciting aspects of
these sessions was to see some of the
practioners who helped write the
modules for special populations present
to the conferences. This added great
credibility to the knowledge and
strategies put forth.
The participants responded that
these sessions have been extremely
helpful in introducing information to
many of them and also helpful for
reinforcing ideas to those who feel a
need to change the way they instruct
reading.
How will all of this impact
Michigan students? Will a change in
reading instruction mean fewer
dropouts? That more students will
reach higher levels of literacy? That
more students will obtain jobs? That
more will develop a love for reading?
That is our vision - to make certain
that fewer of these students are lost, for
we know there are "none to spare".
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content literacy -- leadership training
and related issues.
A new decade and a dramatically
changing youth population with
increasing numbers "at risk" for school
failure and dropping out, coupled with
the rising literacy demands of society,
will demand new decisions by
secondary educators. Secondary
classrooms will witness a shift from the
traditional information-disseminating,
text-centered model of teaching to an
interactive learner-centered one,
emphasizing information gathering and
processing, and critical and creative
reasoning. By providing opportunities
for dialogue among educators, we will
enable them to embrace these changes.
On-going forums will promote our
mutual vision of teachers as leaders,
models, and coaches of learning, and
our vision of schools as places where
thought is taught, and literacy nurtured.

